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A Study of “Viewpoints on Snow Damage™
of Inhabitants in a Snowy Local City
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Natsuo Numano

Shinjo Branch, National Research Center for Disaster Prevention,
No. 1400, Takadan, Tokamachi, Shinjo-shi, Yamagata-ken 996, Japan

Abstract

Sometimes, an establishment of effective countermeasures against snow damage has

been interrupted by a variety of viewpoints of inhabitants on snow problems. This
report deals with an analysis of some factors which produce variations of *‘viewpoints
on snow damage”. The analysis is based on an inquiry into individuals in Shinjo-shi, a
snowy local city.
. “Viewpoints on snow damage” were regarded as eleven items on consciousness
related to snow damage, namely, fecling of difficulty on snow damage, degree of reliance
in reduction of snow damage in future, and opinion that who should be the main con-
stituents to counter snow damage. Through the analysis, it became clear that the varia-
tions of “viewpoints on snow damage’ are explained well with consideration of “pattern
of attitude” between objective conditions of inhabitants and their “viewpoints on
snow damage”.

The “pattern of attitude™ was considered into four typical types, i.e., “conscious
settlement type”, “passive settlement type”, “active settlement type” and “migrant
type”, after an examination on ten attributes in attitude by the method of Hayashi’s
quantification theory No. 3. These four types can be expressed in terms of four
quadrants of a two-dimensional semantic space whose horizontal and vertical axes
express degree of individualism and degree of passivity for life-environment, respectively.

In this analysis, it was found that the “pattern of attitude” of inhabitants are
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affected by their individual attributes, namely, ages, occupations and life histories of
migration, and also that “viewpoints on snow damage” of inhabitants reflect cartain

traits of their “‘pattern of attitude™.
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